Ways to use email on an Apple computer (iMac, etc.)
You can use (1) a special purpose communications program (Mail), or
(2) a general purpose communications program (Safari)

You: Apple Computer User (Point-Click-Tap-Type-Speak)
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some_one@some_where.some_domain

Webmail is the same experience on Mac & PC, efc.
using any Web Browser

Gmail: google.com/gmail/about/
Hotmail: outlook.live.com/owa/
AOL: webmail.aol.com or my.screenname.aol.com

Webmail stores / saves all your messages (Inbox, etc.) on the
service providers equipment (servers).

Apple Mail allows you to save messages to local-only mailboxes
(folders) also.

When you have many email accounts (addresses), a special
purpose program like Mail can manage all the Inboxes.
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